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MEMORAWDU FOR THT FI_eS 


Subject: Ussuance of Passport to Lee H. Oswald. 


At the direction of the Acting Secretary, a review of Departmental files 
concerning Lee HX. Oswald was made jin the Office of the legal Adviser on Friday, 
November 22 and contiming on to the next morning. Among the files examined was 
the file kept by the !assport Office. 

The Passport file contained the original of a passport apolication executed 
by Oswald in iillew Orleans on June 2%, 1963. The avplication showed that the 
passport had been issued the following day, June 25, 1963. Since it anpeared 
likely that questions would be raised concerning the rapidity with which Oswald 
had been issued his passport despite the considerable file on him, Mr. Abba 
Schwartz, Administrator of SCA, telephoned Mr. Robert Johnson, Chief Counsel of 
the Fassport Office at approximately 11:30 5M on November 22 and asked him to come 
down to the Department and to explain the Department's procedures for isswing 
passports. 

Nr. Johnson arrived in his office at approximately 12:05AM on November #3. 
if, Schwartz, Mr. frlich and Mr. Lowenfeld met Mr. Johnson at his office, lr, 

Chayes was summoned by telephone as soon as Mr. Johnson arrived, 

ii. Johnson explained that the normal procedure when a passpob$ is applied 
for at a field post is for a telex to be sent to Washington giving just the name 
and date of birth of the applicant. The name and date of birth are then checkod 
against an IHi card index file. If the name shows up in the card file, the card 
is run through the IB‘ coder and appropriate action is taken to determine whether 
a passport should be issued. If the card index file does not show an entry for 
the name, a telex is sent back to the field office with instructions to issue the 

Ssoort. 
” At approximately 12:25 Mr. Johnson opened the safe in his office containing the 
combinations to the other safes and storage areas in the passport office. de got the 
safe combination for the room in which the card index is kept. He explained that this 
room was protected hy a combination lock connected to an alarm system and he therefore 
went into an empty room across the hall from Room 1¢11 to call the guards and advise 
them to disconnect the alarm. At approximately 12:25 Mr. Johnson opened the door to 
the room containing the card index file and showed the system to Messrs. Chayes, 
Schwartz, rlich, and Lowen@@@@d. Mr. Johnson first picked up some telexes to show 
how they are received from the domestic passport agencies, lir. Johnson explained 
that these telexes are normally kept for three months. Therefore, he said, there 
would be no record in the Department of the telex concerning Oswald, ifr. Johnson seid 
he assumed that the telex in the New Orleans office would also have been destroyed 
after ninety cays. 

Mr, Johnson them demonstrated the card index file. it appeared that there was 
no card for Oswald. Mr, Johnson explained that the reason for this was that the 
lookout notice which would have been nosted pursuant to Miss Knight's instructiond on 
March 25, 1960 had been withdrawm, and that subsequent to that time no ground existed 
for denial of a passport to Oswald. 

Mr. Johnson explained that a lookout notice on the grounds of possible membership 
in the communist party would be posted inly on the basis of motification from the FBI, 
and that there had been no such notification in the Oswald case. kr. Schwartz also 
asked 12. Johnson about the status of the repatriation loan and its effect on the 
issuance of a passport to Oswald. Mr, Johnson stated that lookout cards on the basis 
of unpaid loans to the Department were posted only upon notification by the 
Department's Finance Office, and that no such notice had been received. 


Mx. Johnson was then asked by Mr. Schwartz who had had access to the 
Oswald file on November 22 before it was sent up to Mr. Schwartz’ office at 
i, Mace's request. Mr. Johnson said that the F3I had been the first to 
look at the file shortly after the assassination. later, Mr. Gulich of 
Associated ‘ress and also someone from United Press had called him, Mr. 
Johnson said that he had thereupon called i, Manning's office and that Mr. 
Joe Dean (i - !H), one of the Lepartment's pressofficers, had answered the 
call, ii. Johnson said that after checking with Mr. Reap (i - ©H) he had 
mace information fomr the passport file available to the A’ and U! at about 
5:00 2! in the company of Mr, Reap. in answer to further questioning by iir,. 
Schwartz, Mz. Johnson said that he has given out information only from the 
passport application; that none of the reporters had exmined the file, although 

it was on his desk while they were talking with him; and that he had not 
considered calling or referring to Mr. Schwartz' office when the calles came 
from the reporters. 


Andreas F. Lowenfeld 
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SEMORANDUM POR THE FLUES 


Subject: Jampanne of Passeors to ige i, Ouvald 


At the direction of the Acting Secretary. a review of 
henartroetel files eoncerning Lee BH. Oswal> was made fn the 
tfice of the Legal Adviser on Fridey, Ssoenber 22 ad continuin. 
on. to the next gorming. Among the file> examines vas the file 
‘opt by the Passport Office, 


The Faseport file contained the origina: of « passport 
application executed by Oswald in Bew Grieans on Ame 24, 195}. 
The application showed that the passport bat Swen fasued the 
‘h! lowing day, June 25, 196}. Simow it arreared Likely ci-et 
ju-stions would be raleed concerning the rapicity with which 
jewald had been fasued his passport despite the considerable fil: 
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on him, Mr. Abba Schwartz, Administrator <f SCA, telephoned ~~~ 


Mr, Robert Johnsan, Chief Cagnsel of the Fassport Office at 
appromimately 11:30 PH on Movember 27 anc sscad bie to come tow 
to the Departeent aad to explain the Departeest's procedure; f{ - 
i ao ire passports, 


Mr, Johneon arrived in his office at appromimately 17: 05Aé 
on Nrwember 23. Me, Gehwarez, Me, Barlict md Mr, Lownfeld 
* t Mr. Johnson at his office. Me. Ghsyes was rammed by 
telephone as @o00n as Mr. Jotnsce arrived. 


Mx. Johnaon euplaingd thet the cormsi ;ootedure when 4 
passport is applied for at a field post is for a telex tc be sent 
to Washington giving just the name and dite cf birth of the 
applicant. The name and date of Birth are cher checked sy iics 
13M card index file. Lf the name shows tp f= the card file, the 
cerd ie run through the [BM cader aed appropriate action is taken 
to determing whether « passport ehould be issued. If the cari 
index file does not show an entry for the same, a telex fia sent 
back to the field office with instructions to iseve the paeepert. 
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At approximately 12:15 Mr. Jobgson opened the safe in h:: 
office containing the combinations to the other safes and etorac: 
areas in the passport offipe. He got the a combination for 
the room in which the card index ie kept. He explained that thi: 
row was proteeted by a combination lock connected to an alary 
system aod he therefore went inte an expty roos across the hal! 
from Room 1811 te tall the guards @od advies them to di: cori 
the alarm, At approximately 12525 Mr. Johnson spened the it: 
(a the room containing the card index file and showed the syste 
to Messrs, Goayes, Schwarts, Farlich and Lowenfeld., Mr. John: 
‘irat picked up some telexee to show how thay are received {7:5 
the domestic passport agencies, Mr. Johnson explained tha: ct. 
teloxes are normally kept: for three sonths, Therefore, he -4i- 
there would be mo record ta the Department of the telex concerrc 
Oavald, Mr. Jobmson seid be assumed that the telex in the ¥-s 
Orleans office wiuld aleo have been destroyed after ninety (a\:. 


Mi. Johnsen then demonitrated the card index file. 1: 
appeared that thare was no gard fer Oewald, Mr. Johnaon ex; lained 
that the reason for thie was that.théd lookout notice whict =: |i 
have been posted pursuant te Kise Raight's instructions o 
March 25, 1960 bed been withdrem, and that subsequent to th .: 
time no ground existed for denial of e passport to Oswald. 


Mr, Johnson explained that « Lookout notice on the grin: | 
.{ poseible eembership in the communiet party would be post: 
onty on the basis of notification From the FBI, and tha’ tt) 
had been no such potification in the Dewald case, Mr. Schenrt? 
alsa ageked Mr, Jobneon about the statue of the repacriation 
low. and ite effect on the issuance of a passport to Owval¢ 
fx, Johnéon stated that Lookout cards on the basis of unpats 
Laing to the Departeent were posted only upon notification *, 
the Departeent"s Finance Office, and that no such notice bad ¢.: 
received, 


—— 


Mr. Jgtmson‘was then asked by Mr. Schwartz who had had acc +--+ 
to the Oswald file on November 22 before it was sent up tu 
Mr. Schwarts" office at Me. Mace's request. Mr. Johnson said : 
the FBI had been the firet to look at the file shortly after ¢t'- 
assassination, Later, Me, Gulick of Associated Press and als. 
someone fram United Presse had called hin, Kr. Johnson said rhat 


he had 


C0421 
ES 


he tad thereupon called Mc, Meneing’s office and that Mr. | --: 
Reap, cme of the Deperteent's press officers, had mnawered 
the call, Me, Jobnaon said chat efter checking with Mr. Re): 
he hed made iaformation from the passport file available 

tu the AP and UP at about 3:00 Pl in the company of Mr, Fy 5, 
i «nowt to further questioning by Mr. Schwerts, Mr. John 
vatd that he had given out deforeation only from the passp::: 
spplicationa; that none of the reportera had examined the {; : 
Ithough it wae on hig desk while they were talking with bis 


ood that he had not coneidared calling or referring to Mr. -:' . 
tilce when the calle came trom the reporters. 


Andreas F. Lowgnfeld 
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AGC avecexinttaly l2!l5 Me, Jehanan tpaned the agfe fn fh. 
OFFiey cac.cdgin® the eerianticos ta the other safes ant et -:.. 
aFeaa in tne potcport offies, T's fet th: safe cosbinarin f+: 
he Cress ily ee bes aes ot vet be iepe. he axplained teal ane 
Yoga Waa protesced by a er. icatica dewk creenverad te ar iu: 
system and ha thevulars wok ee 21 ntiy Toy eerona Ee ei 
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the Gewald Fils eos PoyerSiy 22 Bafore it was Sent up co 
ms ae sti! offices at ws, Hi: cals regucst. Mr. Jchasen iu. 
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